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1
IMAGING DEVICE WITH A ROTATABLE
DISPLAY

BACKGROUND

The present technology relates to an imaging device.

There is an imaging device in which a display for dis-
playing a subject that is an imaging object when performing
imaging can be adjusted to an arbitrary angle by a user.

For instance, an imaging device for which quality on an
appearance is improved by allowing smooth opening and
closing of a display while making a gap between a vari-angle
display and an imaging device body as small as possible is
known (refer to Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2009-
017421).

SUMMARY

However, in the imaging device described in the Japanese
Patent Laid-Open No. 2009-017421, the display is opened
only up to about 90°. As an imaging device with a display
that can be opened up to about 90°, the imaging device with
the display that can be opened and closed for imaging at a
low angle is also known, but the one that can be easily
opened up to about 180° is demanded.

Therefore, it is desirable to provide an imaging device
having a structure in which a display part is easily turnable
up to about 180° without sacrificing design.

According to an embodiment of the present technology,
there is provided an imaging device including an imaging
device body, a hinge connected to the imaging device body,
and a display part provided on the imaging device body
slidably and turnably through the hinge.

Further, the imaging device may include a base body
connected to one end side of the hinge. The display part may
be slid on the base body. The imaging device body may
further include a protective part with which an end portion
of'the display part is to be in sliding contact when the display
part is turned. The display part may be slid on the base body
by the end portion being in sliding contact with the protec-
tive part. The imaging device body may have an inclined
surface inclined with respect to an outer surface of the
display part before being turned, and the protective part is
provided on the inclined surface. The imaging device may
further include an abutting part to be abutted to an end face
of the protective part.

Further, it is preferable that a turning center of the hinge
is uniaxial, a sandwiching part which sandwiches a shaft of
the hinge so as to have friction, or the hinge is extendable.

According to the present technology, since the display
part is turnable and slidable, the imaging device with the
display part that can be easily opened up to about 180° can
be provided. Further, according to the present technology,
since the display part can be opened up to about 180° by a
simple structure, there is no need of incorporating a large
hinge or the like, and the imaging device for which the
design is not sacrificed can be provided.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is an outline view illustrating an initial state of
one embodiment of the imaging device according to the
present technology, FIG. 1B is a plan view from a display
part side in FIG. 1A, and FIG. 1C is a partial enlarged
perspective view of a display part illustrated in FIG. 1A and
FIG. 1B;
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FIG. 2A is an outline view illustrating one example of the
imaging device with a turned display part, and FIG. 2B is a
partial enlarged view of FIG. 2A;

FIG. 3A is an outline view illustrating one example of the
imaging device with the turned display part, and FIG. 3B is
a partial enlarged view of FIG. 3A;

FIG. 4A is an outline view illustrating one example of the
imaging device with the turned display part, and FIG. 4B is
a partial enlarged view of FIG. 4A;

FIG. 5A is an outline view illustrating one example of the
imaging device with the turned display part, and FIG. 5B is
a partial enlarged view of FIG. 5A;

FIG. 6A is a schematic view illustrating the display part
before being slid, and FIG. 6B is a schematic view illus-
trating the display part after being slid;

FIG. 7A is a perspective view illustrating one example of
a sandwiching part attached to the imaging device according
to the present technology, and FIG. 7B is a partial enlarged
view of FIG. 7A;

FIG. 8Ais a sectional view illustrating one example of the
imaging device before turning the display part, and FIG. 8B
is a sectional view illustrating one example of the imaging
device after turning the display part;

FIG. 9 is a sectional view illustrating a turning completion
state of another embodiment of the imaging device accord-
ing to the present technology;

FIGS. 10A-10D are operation process drawings shifting
from a state capable of imaging at a high angle to a state
capable of self-imaging; and

FIG. 11A is a partial enlarged view illustrating one
example of the imaging device including an extendable
hinge, and FIG. 11B is a partial enlarged view of a state that
the display part in FIG. 11A is slid.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Note that, in this specification and the appended drawings,
structural elements that have substantially the same function
and structure are denoted with the same reference numerals,
and repeated explanation of these structural elements is
omitted.

Hereinafter, an embodiment of the present technology
will be described with reference to the drawings. Note that,
the present technology is not limited only to the embodiment
described below. Description will be made in the following
order.
<1. Embodiment>
[1-1. Definition of terms]

[1-2. Configuration of imaging device]

[1-3. Shifting operation to self-imaging possible state]
<2. Modification and application>

<1. Embodiment>

[1-1. Definition of Terms]

First, before describing a configuration of an imaging
device according to the present technology, terms to be used
in this specification will be defined.

“Imaging” means that an imaging element receives light
indicating an image and converts it into electric signals in an
imaging device. Also, “image frame” means the entire area
imaged by an effective area of the imaging element or an
area slightly smaller than the entire area. “Self-imaging” is
that a user turns a lens of the imaging device to himself/
herself and images himself/herself as a subject. Also, the
subject of self-imaging is not limited to the user alone and
there is also a case that a plurality of persons including the
user are the subject. Further, “initial state” is a state in which



US 9,473,680 B2

3

a display part is not turned or slid and the user can perform
normal imaging facing the subject.
[1-2. Configuration of Imaging Device]|

FIG. 1 is a drawing illustrating one embodiment of the
imaging device according to the present technology.

As illustrated in FIG. 1A, an imaging device 1 includes an
imaging device body 2, a display part 3, and a hinge (not
shown in FIG. 1). The imaging device body 2 and the
display part 3 are connected through the hinge. Also, the
hinge will be described later together with descriptions of a
shifting operation to a self-imaging possible state. FIG. 1B
is a plan view of the imaging device 1 from the side of the
display part 3 in FIG. 1A. FIG. 1C is a partial enlarged view
of the display part 3 illustrated in FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B.

The imaging device body 2 is formed into roughly a
rectangular parallelepiped shape, and a circuit for perform-
ing signal processing according to an appropriate operation
or the like is provided in the inside. The imaging device
body 2 includes a protective part 4, operation buttons 51, 52,
53, 54 and 55, and a lens unit L.

To the operation buttons 51-55, various functions are
allocated respectively according to a state of the imaging
device 1. Allocation of the various functions to the respec-
tive operation buttons is not specially limited, and for
instance, functions of automatic focus, detection instruction
for subject detection, release instruction input, ON/OFF of a
power source, changeover of an imaging mode, zoom mag-
nification changeover, movement of a selection item on a
screen displayed at the display part 3, ON/OFF of flash, and
a shutter, etc., may be appropriately allocated.

For instance, when the functions of automatic focus,
detection instruction for subject detection and a release
instruction input are allocated to the operation button 51, the
function to be operated is separated according to a way of
depressing the operation button 51. For instance, setting can
be performed so as to input detection instruction by depress-
ing the operation button 51 halfway, that is, by turning the
operation button 51 to a half-depressed state, and to input
release instruction by completely depressing the operation
button 51, that is, by turning the operation button 51 to a
fully depressed state.

The protective part 4 provided on a surface of the imaging
device body 2 is a ridge-like part forming a projected shape,
and is formed so as to increase a height from the side of the
lens unit L. to the side of the display part 3, that is, from the
left side to the right side in FIG. 1A. The protective part 4
is provided on an inclined surface S forming a part of the
imaging device body 2, which is a surface inclined relative
to an end face such as an outer surface of the display part 3
before being turned, in other words, a screen of the display
part 3 in the initial state. The embodiment of providing the
protective part 4 on the inclined surface S is preferable
because the design of the entire imaging device 1 is not
sacrificed since a projection on the surface of the imaging
device body 2 is inconspicuous compared to the form of
providing the protective part 4 on an end face which is not
the inclined surface.

The display part 3 is roughly in a planar shape, and is
attached to the imaging device body 2 slidably and turnably
with respect to the imaging device body 2 through the hinge.
The display part 3 includes a member for displaying various
images such as an LCD (Liquid Crystal Display), a PDP
(Plasma Display Panel), or an organic EL. (Electro Lumi-
nescence) panel, on a surface to face the user during imaging
in the initial state of the imaging device 1. The display part
3 is a member for making the user view various kinds of
information. As the information displayed at the display part
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3, a through image, an image obtained by imaging and a user
interface image, etc., can be given as examples.

The display part 3 has a finger hooking part 6 and a sliding
contact part 7. FIG. 1C is a partial enlarged view illustrating
the finger hooking part 6 and the sliding contact part 7 of the
display part 3. The finger hooking part 6 is a projection
formed such that the user can hook a finger for the purpose
of inclining the display part 3 in order to perform imaging
while confirming the through image at a high angle. The
sliding contact part 7 is a part to be in sliding contact with
the protective part 4 when performing a turning operation of
the display part 3 described later, and is formed as a
projection. The finger hooking part 6 and the sliding contact
part 7 may be attached to the display part 3 as respectively
independent members or may be integrally molded with a
resin molding formed so as to surround the screen of the
organic EL panel or the like.

The protective part 4 of the imaging device body 2 and the
sliding contact part 7 of the display part 3 will be described
later together with descriptions on the shifting operation to
the self-imaging possible state and the hinge.

[1-3. Shifting Operation to Self-Imaging Possible State]

In the imaging device 1 illustrated in FIG. 1, the display
part 3 can be turned upwards up to about 180° from the
initial state illustrated in FIG. 1A. Normal imaging is
possible in the initial state of the imaging device 1, and
self-imaging is easily possible in the state of turning the
display part 3 up to about 180°. A turning method of the
display part 3 in the imaging device 1 and actions thereof
will be described below with reference to FIGS. 2-6.

First, the display part 3 is turned as illustrated in FIG. 2.
A turning angle of the display part in this specification is an
angle 0 formed by an imaging device body end face at a part
where the display part is stored in the initial state and an end
face of the turned display part when observing the imaging
device from a side face as in FIG. 1A and FIG. 2A. The
turning angle of the imaging device 1 illustrated in FIG. 2 is
about 90°. By turning the display part 3 up to about 90°,
generally up to about 80°-90°, as in the imaging device 1
illustrated in FIG. 2, imaging is made possible while con-
firming the through image at a low angle.

As illustrated in FIG. 2A, the imaging device body 2 and
the display part 3 are connected by a hinge 8. Also, on an
inner side of the hinge 8, an abutting part 9 is provided. The
abutting part 9 will be described later with reference to
FIGS. 4 and 5. One end portion of the hinge 8 is turnably
attached to a connection part 10 formed at a part not
provided with the screen of the display part 3, and the other
end portion of the hinge 8 is attached as a turning center of
the display part 3 near the protective part 4 inside the
imaging device body 2. Since one end portion of the hinge
8 is turnably attached to the connection part 10, the display
part 3 can be inclined when performing imaging at a high
angle.

As illustrated in FIG. 2B, when the display part 3 is turned
up to about 90°, the protective part 4 of the imaging device
body 2 and the sliding contact part 7 of the display part 3 are
brought into contact. In detail, the protective part 4 has a
raised part 11 and a smooth part 12. The raised part 11 is a
part erected from the surface of the imaging device body 2,
and the maximum height part of the raised part 11 becomes
a part most separated from the surface of the imaging device
body 2 in the protective part 4. Also, the smooth part 12 is
a part extending from one end portion of the raised part 11
so as to be merged with the surface of the imaging device
body 2, and is gentle and smooth. Thus, in the state illus-
trated in FIG. 2B, the raised part 11 of the protective part 4
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in the imaging device body 2 and the sliding contact part 7
of the display part 3 are in contact.

The protective part 4 is preferably formed of such a
material that it is not broken even when pressurized by the
sliding contact part 7 of the display part 3. The material of
the protective part 4 can be, for instance, a resin molding,
ceramics or a metal. However, the imaging device body 2
and the protective part 4 may be formed as separate mem-
bers and assembled, or the imaging device body 2 and the
protective part 4 may be formed by integral molding of a
resin for instance.

Even in the past, when the display part was turned up to
about 90°, an end portion of the display part was brought
into contact with the imaging device body. However, in the
past, it was difficult to turn the display part 90° or more as
long as the end portion of the display part was in contact
with the imaging device body. That is, since a part of the
imaging device body was included in a turning track of the
end portion of the display part, it was difficult to turn the
display part up to about 180° due to interference of the
display part with the imaging device body.

In the past, when making the display part turnable up to
about 180°, there was no other alternative but to adopt a
form of using a hinge of a large turning radius. Also, in the
past, a form of reducing the end portion of the display part
interfering with the imaging device body and applying a
hinge structure used in a portable phone or the like or a form
of'using a biaxial hinge whose turning center is biaxial or the
like was adopted.

However, the form of using the biaxial hinge was com-
plicated as a structure of the imaging device. Further, in the
case of turning up to about 180° from the initial state and in
the case of returning to the initial state from the state of
turning up to about 180°, an operation of just performing
turning was not sufficient and a specific turning method was
demanded. That is, the structure of the imaging device was
complicated and steps of turning operations were increased
compared to the case of simply performing turning with a
uniaxial hinge. Further, in the form of using the hinge of the
large turning radius or a hinge used in the portable phone or
the like, it was difficult to avoid enlargement of the imaging
device itself and the exposure of an exterior division line due
to the mechanism of the hinge or the like. That is, by making
the display part turnable up to about 180°, design of the
imaging device was sometimes sacrificed.

In the imaging device 1, unlike past examples, the display
part 3 can be easily turned exceeding a turning angle of
about 90° as illustrated in FIG. 3. Specially as illustrated in
FIG. 3B, when the display part 3 is turned exceeding the
turning angle of about 90°, the sliding contact part 7 of the
display part 3 pressurizes the raised part 11 of the protective
part 4. Since the protective part 4 of the imaging device body
2 is formed so as not to be broken even when pressurized by
the sliding contact part 7 of the display part 3, pressurizing
force which acts on the protective part 4 from the sliding
contact part 7 is converted to force in the direction of
pushing back the sliding contact part 7 by the protective part
4 as it is by reaction. When the sliding contact part 7 receives
the force in the direction of being pushed back from the
protective part 4, since the display part 3 is slidable, the
display part 3 is slid in the direction of separating from the
imaging device body 2. Near the display part 3 in FIG. 3A,
a sliding direction of the display part 3 is indicated as a
straight arrow on the side where a screen is provided, and a
turning direction of the display part 3 is indicated by a
curved arrow. Further, in the imaging device according to
the present technology, an uniaxial hinge whose turning
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center is uniaxial can be used without the need of incorpo-
rating a complicated mechanism such as a biaxial hinge.

When the display part 3 is turned exceeding the turning
angle of about 90°, since the protective part 4 is not broken
even when pressurized by the sliding contact part 7, as
illustrated in FIG. 3B, the sliding contact part 7 is brought
into sliding contact with the surface of the protective part 4
s0 as to get on the raised part 11 of the protective part 4.

When the display part 3 is turned further from the state
illustrated in FIG. 3, the imaging device 1 is turned to the
state illustrated in FIG. 4. Specially as illustrated in FIG. 4B,
the sliding contact part 7 of the display part 3 is brought into
sliding contact with the raised part 11 of the protective part
4 and is then brought into sliding contact with the smooth
part 12. Even in the state illustrated in FIG. 4, by the turning
of the display part 3, the sliding contact part 7 continuously
pressurizes the protective part 4 similarly to the state illus-
trated in FIG. 3. Also, the action of the display part 3 is
similar to the description of the state illustrated in FIG. 3
mentioned above. That is, pressurizing force which acts on
the protective part 4 from the sliding contact part 7 is turned
to force in the direction of pushing back the sliding contact
part 7 by the protective part 4 as it is by reaction. When the
sliding contact part 7 receives the force in the direction of
being pushed back from the protective part 4, the display
part 3 is slid further from the state illustrated in FIG. 3 in the
direction of separating from the imaging device body 2.

The abutting part 9 is a member abutted to an end face of
the protective part 4. Specifically, the abutting part 9 is
attached on the inner side of the hinge 8, and includes a
turning angle regulation part 13 and a pressurization regu-
lation part 14. The turning angle regulation part 13 is a part
which regulates the turning angle at the turning completion
of the display part 3, that is, a part which determines a
completion position of the turning operation of the display
part 3. Also, the pressurization regulation part 14 is a part
which is pressed to the raised part 11 of the protective part
4 when the display part 3 is turned up to about 180° and a
user tries to turn the display part 3 to the side of the lens unit
L further in the state that the turning is completed. That is,
when the force applied upon the turning operation of the
display part 3 acts on the imaging device body 2 from the
display part 3, the pressurization regulation part 14 and the
raised part 11 become the part to receive the force. It is
preferable that the abutting part 9 is formed of a hard
material so as to withstand the force applied to the turning
operation of the user.

The imaging device 1 illustrated in FIG. 5 is in the state
that the turning angle of the display part 3 reaches about
180°. In the imaging device 1, when the turning angle of the
display part 3 reaches about 180°, the abutting part 9 is
abutted to the end face of the protective part 4, that is, the
raised part 12 of the protective part 4. Furthermore, at the
point of time when the turning operation of the display part
3 is completed, which is illustrated in FIG. 5, the turning
angle regulation part 13 of the abutting part 9 is abutted to
the smooth part 12 of the protective part 4, and the pres-
surization regulation part 14 of the abutting part 9 is abutted
to the raised part 12 of the protective part 4.

An angle at which the turning operation of the display part
3 is completed can be determined according to an acute
angle of the angles formed by the turning angle regulation
part 13 and the pressurization regulation part 14. Thus, in the
imaging device according to the present technology, while
the turning angle of the display part when performing
self-imaging is set at about 180°, when setting the turning
angle at 190° for instance, the acute angle of the angles
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formed by the turning angle regulation part 13 and the
pressurization regulation part 14 may be reduced.

Also, when a user erroneously tries to turn the display part
3 toward the side of the lens unit L further even though the
turning operation of the display part 3 is completed, force
that the display part 3 pressurizes the imaging device body
2 to the side of the lens unit L acts. However, since the
pressurization regulation part 14 is abutted to the raised part
12, the hard-to-break protective part 4 receives the pressur-
izing force, and the display part 3 is prevented from being
turned exceeding about 180°.

In FIG. 6, a base body 15 provided in the imaging device
1 and a planar base plate P which remains after removing a
screen such as an organic EL panel in the display part 3,
various kinds of electric circuits and a resin molding that
surrounds the periphery or the like are illustrated. The base
body 15 is connected on a side opposite to one end side of
the hinge 8 illustrated in FIGS. 2-5, in other words, the side
connected to the imaging device body 2 of the hinge 8, and
the display part 3 is slid on the base body 15. FIG. 6A
illustrates the base plate P before being slid and the base
body 15, and FIG. 6B illustrates the base plate P after being
slid and the base body 15. In FIG. 6, a reference line X is
indicated so as to traverse FIG. 6A and FIG. 6B so that it is
easy to discriminate a moving distance of a movable part of
the base plate P or the like before and after sliding of the
display part 3.

The base plate P of the display part 3 has a projection part
16, and the base body 15 has a slit 17. The projection part
16 is engaged with the slit 17 without a gap, and the
projection part 16 is slidable inside the slit 17. A direction of
the slit 17 determines a sliding direction of the display part
3, and a length in a long axial direction of the slit 17
determines a slidable range of the display part 3. It is
preferable that, since the projection part 16 is engaged with
the slit 17 without a gap, backlash is not generated in the
initial state and sliding operation of the display part 3.

Also, an elastic member 18 is attached to the almost
center part of the base body 15. The elastic member 18 is a
member which generates elastic force when the display part
is shifted from the initial state illustrated in FIG. 6A to the
state illustrated in FIG. 6B, that is, when the display part is
shifted from the state before being slid to the state after
being slid. When shifting from the state illustrated in FIG.
6B to the initial state illustrated in FIG. 6A, the elastic force
may be generated and may not be generated. As the elastic
member 18, specifically, a leaf spring, a spring and an air
spring or the like may be appropriately selected for instance.

When the elastic member 18 generates the elastic force
when the display part 3 is shifted from the initial state
illustrated in FIG. 6A to the state illustrated in FIG. 6B, it is
preferable in that the backlash is not generated in the initial
state of the display part 3. Further, it is also preferable in that
the display part is not easily slid even when an operation is
performed with a finger on the screen in the slidable direc-
tion when the screen of the display part is a touch panel or
the like.

Further, when the elastic member 18 generates the elastic
force when the display part 3 is shifted from the state before
being slid to the state of starting to be slid, the force which
is necessary when turning the display part 3 is changed in the
middle of turning. In detail, when turning the display part 3,
the force of turning the display part 3 which is necessary
when the sliding contact part 7 starts to be in sliding contact
with the raised part 11 has to be larger than the force of
turning the display part 3 which is necessary until the sliding
contact part 7 of the display part 3 is abutted to the protective
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part 4 of the imaging device body 2. That is, when starting
to slide the display part 3, the display part 3 has to be turned
against the elastic force of the elastic member 18. Since a
user easily discriminates that the display part 3 starts to shift
from the state immediately before being slid, that is, the state
capable of imaging at a low angle, to the self-imaging
possible state by the magnitude of the force which is
necessary for turning the display part 3, contribution is made
to operability improvement of the imaging device 1.

The turning method of the display part 3 in the imaging
device 1 and its action are described as above with reference
to FIGS. 2-6. In the imaging device 1, since the display part
3 is slid by the protective part 4 and the sliding contact part
7 or the like just by turning the display part 3, the display
part 3 can be easily turned up to about 180° without falling
into an unturnable state due to interference of the display
part 3 and the imaging device body 2. Since the force of
turning the display part 3 is converted to the force of sliding
the display part 3 while turning it, the user may not have to
be conscious of sliding the display part 3, and thus the
self-imaging possible state is attained by a simple operation.
<2. Modification and Application>

In the imaging device according to the present technology,
a sandwiching part 19 as illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8 for
instance can be attached. Since the members other than the
sandwiching part 19 illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8 indicate the
same members in the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1-6,
detailed descriptions of the respective members are omitted.

As illustrated in FIG. 7A, the sandwiching part 19 sand-
wiches a turning shaft 20 of the hinge 8 so as to have
friction. The sandwiching part 19 is fixed inside the imaging
device body 2 illustrated in FIG. 1. The sandwiching part 19
is enlarged and illustrated in FIG. 7B. The sandwiching part
19 includes an upper plate 21, a lower plate 22, and a
surrounding part 23. The surrounding part 23 surrounds the
turning shaft 20 while being in contact, and the upper plate
21 and the lower plate 22 are connected through the sur-
rounding part 23 with a fixing member such as a machine
screw. Since the sandwiching part 19 is provided such that
the upper plate 21 and the lower plate 22 sandwiches the
turning shaft 20 therebetween, when the display part 3 is
turned, the display part is fixed at the position and the
turning angle is kept without returning to the initial state by
the deadweight of the display part 3 even when the turning
force is removed.

Further, as illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8, a notched part 24
is formed at a part of the turning shaft 20 of the hinge 8 to
be in contact with the surrounding part 23. The imaging
device 1 in the initial state is illustrated in FIG. 8 A, and the
imaging device 1 in the state of turning the display part 3 up
to about 180° is illustrated in FIG. 8B. As illustrated in FIG.
8, the upper side of the surrounding part 23 when a center
axis of the lens unit L of the imaging device 1 is turned
horizontal is formed flat, and the lower side of the surround-
ing part 23 is curved and formed so as to be partially
projected to the outer side.

As illustrated in FIG. 8A, in the imaging device 1 in the
initial state, the notched part 24 of the turning shaft 20 and
a flat part of the surrounding part 23 are arranged so as to
roughly face each other. By such arrangement of the notched
part 24 and the surrounding part 23, when returning the
display part 3 from a turned state to the initial state, pull-in
force for the display part 3 to naturally return to the position
of the initial state is generated when the turning angle
becomes as small as about 5° to 10°. Thus, it is preferable
that the operability of the display part 3 is improved since
the notched part 24 and the flat part of the surrounding part
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23 roughly face each other in the initial state. Further, since
the state of slightly turning the display part 3, the state that
the turning angle is about 5° for instance, is not maintained,
the display part 3 can be prevented from being forgotten to
be returned or the like.

Also, in the imaging device 1 in the state of turning the
display part 3 for self-imaging as illustrated in FIG. 8B, the
notched part 24 and a curved part of the surrounding part 23
are arranged so as to roughly face each other. If the curved
part of the surrounding part 23 in FIG. 8B is formed flat,
there is the possibility that the pull-in force in the direction
of reducing the turning angle is generated when the display
part 3 is turned up to about 180°. By arranging the curved
part at the surrounding part 23, the pull-in force is not
generated even when the display part 3 is turned up to about
180°, and since the sandwiching part 19 sandwiches the
turning shaft 20 so as to have friction, the turning angle of
about 180° can be maintained.

Subsequently, the embodiment capable of detecting turn-
ing of about 180° will be described with reference to FIG.
9. As illustrated in FIG. 9, a magnet 25 is arranged inside the
finger hooking part 6 and the sliding contact part 7 in the
display part 3. Also, an MR sensor 26 is arranged inside the
imaging device body 2 so as to be positioned near the
magnet 25 when the display part 3 is turned up to about
180°. Thus, when the display part 3 is turned up to about
180° for self-imaging, the MR sensor 26 can electrically
detect turning completion in reaction to a magnetic field of
the magnet 25.

Also, as functions that can be added to the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 9, there are, for instance, a function of
inverting an image displayed at the display part 3 so as to be
easily recognized by a user when the MR sensor 26 detects
the turning completion of the display part 3, and a function
of linking a self-timer function for self-imaging when the
MR sensor 26 detects the turning completion of the display
part 3, etc.

In the embodiment described above, while the sliding
contact part, the protective part, the hinge and the abutting
part are arranged so as to match the positions of the
respective members during turning and after turning, the
arrangement of the members are not limited as long as the
sliding contact part, the protective part and the abutting part
are provided on corresponding positions.

For instance, the sliding contact parts may be provided on
both end sides of a long side part in the display part, one
abutting part may be provided on the almost center part of
the long side part, and three protective parts may be further
provided on positions corresponding to the sliding contact
parts and the abutting part on the imaging device body.
When the respective members are arranged so as to match
the positions as in the embodiment described above, it is
preferable since the design of the entire imaging device is
improved.

In the embodiment described above, since the protective
part provided on the imaging device body receives all the
force acting on the imaging device body from the display
part, contribution is made to reduction of the number of
components, miniaturization of the imaging device and
improvement of the design of the entire imaging device, etc.

Even though the sliding contact part to be in sliding
contact with the surface of the protective part is not an
necessary member in the imaging device according to the
present technology, it is preferable since the display part to
be in contact with the protective part during turning is not to
be scratched.
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In the imaging device according to the present technology,
when the end portion of the display part interferes with the
imaging device body, since the end portion of the display
part is brought into sliding contact with the protective part
when the display part is turned, the display part is slid while
being turned. In a specific embodiment, as illustrated in
FIGS. 1-5, by the sliding contact part 7 of the display part
3 being in sliding contact so as to go over the raised part 11
of the protective part 4, the display part 3 is slid while being
turned. A shape of the protective part may be a ridge-like
shape having the raised part 11 and the smooth part 12
illustrated in the drawing or may be a single projected shape
not having the smooth part or the like.

The imaging device according to the present technology
can easily shift from the state capable of demonstrating an
appropriate function of the imaging device to the state
capable of demonstrating a different function. A shift from
the state capable of imaging at a low angle to the state
capable of self-imaging, a shift from the state capable of
imaging at a high angle to the state capable of self-imaging,
and a shift from the state capable of imaging at a low angle
to the state capable of imaging at a high angle, etc., are
examples.

FIG. 10 is a side view of the imaging device 1 in the case
of shifting from the state of inclining the display part 3 for
imaging at a high angle to the state of turning the display part
3 for self-imaging.

FIG. 10A is the imaging device 1 in the state of inclining
the display part 3 for imaging at a high angle. In order to turn
the display part 3 to the state illustrated in FIG. 10A, after
hooking a finger to the finger hooking part 6 of the display
part 3 turned up to about 90° in the imaging device 1
illustrated in FIG. 2, the part where the finger hooking part
6 is provided may be pulled out to the front to incline the
display part 3. Though it is not illustrated in detail in the
drawing, it is preferable that the display part 3 and the hinge
8 are connected so as to have a certain amount of friction at
the connection part 10. It is preferable when the display part
3 and the hinge 8 are connected so as to have friction, since
an inclination angle of the display part 3 to the hinge 8 is
appropriately adjusted and held without returning to the state
before inclination by the deadweight of the display part 3
even when the force of inclining the display part 3 is
removed.

In order to shift from the state capable of imaging at a high
angle to the state capable of self-imaging, the inclined state
of the display part 3 is returned to the state before the
inclination as illustrated in FIG. 10B first. Thus, the state of
turning the display part 3 up to about 90° as illustrated in
FIG. 2 is attained. Further, as illustrated in FIGS. 10C and
10D, by performing the turning operation of the display part
3 described with reference to FIGS. 2-5, the imaging device
1 is turned to the state capable of self-imaging.

Since the sliding contact part 7 of the display part 3 is
brought into sliding contact with the protective part 4 by the
turning operation of the display part 3, the display part 3
receives force from the protective part 4 in the sliding
direction. When the turning operation of the display part 3
is completed, the sliding of the display part 3 is also
completed.

As described above, in the imaging device according to
the present technology, there is no need of intentionally
sliding the display part even in the operation of shifting from
an imaging state at a high angle to a self-imaging state.

As another embodiment of the imaging device according
to the present technology, there is an embodiment in which
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a hinge is extendable. One example of the imaging device
including the extendable hinge will be described below with
reference to FIG. 11.

A hinge 81 illustrated in FIG. 11 is extendable. One end
portion of the hinge 81 is connected to the imaging device
body 2, and the other end portion is connected to the
connection part 10 of the display part 3. Between one end
portion and the other end portion of the hinge 81, a mecha-
nism extendable in a direction orthogonal to the turning
direction of the hinge 81 is provided. Also, for the extend-
able mechanism provided in the hinge 81, an appropriate
elastic member, a member like the elastic member 18
illustrated in FIG. 6 for instance, can be used. It is preferable
when the member used in the hinge 81 is the member which
has to apply the force to the display part 3 against the elastic
force in order to start sliding the display part 3 like the elastic
member 18 illustrated in FIG. 6, since the display part 3 is
not easily slid by some vibrations or the like.

FIG. 11A is a side view of the imaging device 1 in which
the display part 3 starts to be slid in a direction orthogonal
to the turning direction of the hinge 81, and FIG. 11B is a
side view of the imaging device 1 in which the sliding of the
display part 3 in the direction orthogonal to the turning
direction of the hinge 81 is completed.

While FIG. 11B illustrates the state of intentionally slid-
ing the display part 3, since the imaging device 1 includes
the sliding contact part 7 in the display part 3 and the
protective part 4 in the imaging device body 2, there is no
need of intentionally sliding the display part 3 when shifting
to the self-imaging state. That is, in the imaging device 1
including the hinge 81, when the display part 3 is turned, the
force in the sliding direction of the display part 3 is made to
act on the display part 3 by the sliding contact part 7 and the
protective part 4, the hinge 81 is extended in the sliding
direction of the display part 3, and thus the display part 3 is
slid.

In the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 1-11, the con-
nection part 10 of the hinge 8 is provided on the almost
center part in a short side direction of the display part 3,
however, when there is no need for imaging at a high angle,
the connection part 10 of the hinge 8 may be provided near
the turning center of the hinge 8.

The embodiments of the present technology are con-
cretely described above, however, the present technology is
not limited to the embodiments described above and various
kinds of alterations based on the technical ideas of the
present technology are possible.

While a mirrorless interchangeable lens camera is
described as an example in the embodiments illustrated in
the drawings described above, the present technology is not
limited to the example, and is also applicable to a so-called
compact digital camera or the like when turning of the
display part is necessary.

Also, for instance, configurations, methods, steps, shapes,
materials and numerical values, etc., given in the embodi-
ments described above are just examples, and configura-
tions, methods, steps, shapes, materials and numerical val-
ues, etc., different from them may be adopted as appropriate
as long as they do not depart from the point of the present
technology.

It should be understood by those skilled in the art that
various modifications, combinations, sub-combinations and
alterations may occur depending on design requirements and
other factors insofar as they are within the scope of the
appended claims or the equivalents thereof.

Additionally, the present technology may also be config-
ured as below.
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(1) An imaging device including:
an imaging device body;

a hinge connected to the imaging device body; and

a display part provided on the imaging device body
slidably and turnably through the hinge.

(2) The imaging device according to (1), further including
a base body connected to one end side of the hinge,
wherein the display part is slid on the base body.

(3) The imaging device according to (1) or (2),
wherein the imaging device body further includes a

protective part with which an end portion of the display part

is to be in sliding contact when the display part is turned.

(4) The imaging device according to (3),
wherein the display part is slid on the base body by the

end portion being in sliding contact with the protective part.

(5) The imaging device according to (3) or (4), wherein
the imaging device body has an inclined surface inclined

with respect to an outer surface of the display part before

being turned, and

the protective part is provided on the inclined surface.
(6) The imaging device according to any one of (1) to (5),

wherein a turning center of the hinge is uniaxial.

(7) The imaging device according to any one of (1) to (6),
further including
a sandwiching part which sandwiches a shaft of the hinge

so as to have friction.

(8) The imaging device according to any one of (3) to (5),
further including
an abutting part to be abutted to an end face of the

protective part.

(9) The imaging device according to any one of (1) to (8),
wherein the hinge is extendable.

The present disclosure contains subject matter related to
that disclosed in Japanese Priority Patent Application JP
2012-186234 filed in the Japan Patent Office on Aug. 27,
2012, the entire content of which is hereby incorporated by
reference.

What is claimed is:

1. An imaging device comprising:

an imaging device body;

a hinge connected to the imaging device body; and

a display part connected to the hinge, wherein

the display part, including a sliding contact part, is
configured to rotate with respect to the imaging
device body about the hinge, and

the imaging device body includes a protective part
having a sliding surface being configured to contact
with the sliding contact part, wherein the sliding
contact part of the display part is in sliding contact
with the sliding surface of the imaging device body
when the display part rotates, and wherein the sliding
surface is configured to slide the display part in a
direction away from the hinge when the display part
rotates beyond a predetermined angle with respect to
the imaging device body.

2. The imaging device according to claim 1,

wherein the display part is slid on a base body by an end

portion being in sliding contact with the protective part.

3. The imaging device according to claim 1, wherein

the imaging device body has an inclined surface inclined

with respect to an outer surface of the display part in a
first state, and

the protective part is provided on the inclined surface.

4. The imaging device according to claim 1,

wherein a rotation center of the hinge is uniaxial.

5. The imaging device according to claim 1, further
comprising
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a sandwiching part which sandwiches a shaft of the hinge
so as to have friction.

6. The imaging device according to claim 1, further

comprising

an abutting part to be abutted to an end face of the
protective part.

7. The imaging device according to claim 1,

wherein the hinge is extendable.

8. The imaging device according to claim 1,

wherein the shape of the display part is rectangular when
viewed from a direction the imaging device body faces
to receive light for imaging through a lens, and the
hinge is connected to a long side of the display part.

9. The imaging device according to claim 8,

wherein the display part is configured to rotate about the
long side of the display part as a rotation axis.

10. The imaging device according to claim 1,

wherein the display part is configured to rotate via the
hinge about 180 degrees.

11. The imaging device according to claim 1,

wherein the display part is configured to operate in both
of a first state and a second state.

12. The imaging device according to claim 1,

wherein the hinge is connected to the imaging device
body directly.

13. The imaging device according to claim 1,

wherein the protective part protrudes from the imaging
device body.

14. The imaging device according to claim 1,

wherein the protective part limits a rotation angle of the
display part via the hinge to about 180 degrees.

15. An imaging device comprising:

an imaging device body;

a hinge connected to the imaging device body; and

a display part connected to the imaging device body,
wherein
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the display part is configured to rotate with respect to
the imaging device body about the hinge, and

the imaging device body includes a protective part
having a sliding surface being configured to contact
with the sliding contact part, wherein the sliding
contact part of the display part is in sliding contact
with the sliding surface of the imaging device body
when the display part rotates, and wherein the sliding
surface is configured to slide the display part in a
direction away from the hinge when the display part
rotates beyond a predetermined angle with respect to
the imaging device body.

16. The imaging device according to claim 15, further
comprising a base body connected to the imaging device
body,

wherein the display part is connected to the imaging

device body via the hinge, the base body is connected
to the imaging device body via the hinge, and the
display part is configured to rotate via the hinge.

17. The imaging device according to claim 1, further
comprising:

a base body connected to the hinge;

a slit formed on the base body; and

a projection part, which is disposed inside the display

part, configured to slide inside the slit.

18. The imaging device according to claim 17, wherein a
length in a long axial direction of the slit determines a
slidable range of the display part.

19. The imaging device body according to claim 1,
wherein the protective part, with which an end portion of the
display part is to be in sliding contact, is non-movable, when
the display part is moved away from the imaging device
body.



